
BERNE - KNOX- WESTERLO

C E N T R A L  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

2020-21 SCHOOL BUDGET VOTE  
& BOE ELECTION

2020-21 BUDGET  
AT-A-GLANCE

Proposed Budget
$23,442,127

Spending Decrease
–$440,507 (–1.84%)

Tax Levy Decrease
–$111,107 (–1%)

VOTE: 
June 9, 2020

BKW Central School District 
residents are being asked  
to vote on a proposed  
$23.4 million budget for the 
2020-21 school year by mail-in 
ballot only. Ballots must be 
received by 5 p.m. June 9.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
extreme economic strain this has placed on 
New York state and resulting state aid to 
schools, the proposed 2020-21 BKW  
budget represents a spending decrease of 
1.8 percent or $440,507 under the current 
year budget and a tax levy decrease of  
1 percent or $111,107.

Following adoption of the NYS budget on 
April 1 and the reduction in state aid to 
schools due to the state’s $10-$15 billion 
revenue shortfall, BKW was forced to make 
its own reductions to meet the loss of 
state revenues. Those reductions totaled 
more than $600,000 of expenses, without 
impacting current BKW programming. 
The reductions also mirrored state aid Produced in cooperation with the Capital Region BOCES 

Communications Service

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
THE PROPOSED BUDGET CAN 

BE FOUND ONLINE:

www.bkwschools.org

2020 Voting Information
Pursuant to Executive Order No. 202.26 issued on 
May 1, 2020 by Gov. Andrew Cuomo, all voting for 
the June 9, 2020 election will be done by absentee 
ballot. School districts are sending absentee ballots 
with a postage paid return envelope to each 
“qualified voter.” A qualified voter is someone who is 
a U.S. citizen, 18 years of age, a resident of the school 
district for at least 30 days prior to the vote. 

Qualified voters on the most recent years’ poll lists will 
be automatically sent an absentee ballot. Anyone who 
meets the definition of a “qualified voter,” but does 
not believe he/she will be on the school district’s poll 
list, which contains the names of residents who voted 
in recent years’ elections, please contact the District 
Clerk, at (518) 872-1293 or by email at anne.farnam@ 
bkwschools.org. All ballots must be received by 5 
p.m. on June 9, 2020, to qualify.

Bus Purchase and Fund the Repair 
Reserve Propositions
Two other propositions will appear on the 2020 ballot. 
One proposition seeks voter approval to allow the 
district to purchase three (3) 72-passenger school buses 
and two (2) 28-passenger school buses at a cost not to 
exceed $489,000. The district would use $150,000 from 
the Transportation Reserve Fund toward the purchases. 
The bus purchases are eligible for state aid. Another 
proposition asks for voter approval to transfer up to 
$90,000 from the district’s Unemployment Insurance 
Payment Reserve Fund to the Repair Reserve Fund for 
repairs to capital improvements or equipment. This 
proposition has no tax impact.

Board of Education Election
Two candidates, incumbents Nathan Elble and 
Kimberly Lovell, have submitted petitions to run for 
two seats open July 1, 2020 on the BKW Board of 
Education. Each seat carries a three-year term.

reductions, indicating sound and difficult 
decision making in the process.

Compounding the problem, the NYS 
budget also calls for multiple “look back” 
periods to allow NYS to assess its revenues 
and adjust aid payments to school districts 
based on what revenues are available.  
The education revenue shortfall in the  
NYS budget during this first “look back” is 
$2.5 billion. Understanding this, the district 
identified additional expense reductions 
that would not impact current programs. 
Through retirements and equipment 
expense reductions, the district was able 
to reduce costs by an additional $241,500, 
for a current proposed total budget of 
$23,442,127.
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CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
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